70         WHAT BECOMES Q*  THE SOUL AFTEK DEATH
truth forcibly    Tne Jams adopted it after the Baby-
lonian captivity     John the Baptist was to them a
second Elijah    Jesus was thought to be a leappea-
lance of John the Baptist or one of the old prophets
The Roman Catholic purgatory seems to be a make-
shift  contused to take its place    Philosophers like
Kant   Schelhng and Schopenhauei  have upheld this
doctune    Theologians like Julius Muller, Doiner and
Edward Beecner have maintained it     And today it
leigns over the Burmese  Siamese, Chinese, Japanese,
Taitauan   Tioetian, East Indian and Ceylonese in-
cluding at least 750 millions mankind    and    nearly
two-thirds of the human race     Is it not surprising
then tiiat this great and giand philosophical educa
tion which the Hindus and Buddhists and Jains gave
to the world centimes and centuries before the Chris
tian Era  should or could be blotted out of existence
from the Western and European world by the soul
blighting and absurd dogmas of the dark ages thai
supervened**  By the persecution of the wise men anc
destiuction of the innumerable works in the library
of Constantinople, the Church hierarchy managed t<
plunge the whole of Europe   into  mental   darkness
which has given the world the black record of inqui
sitlon and the loss of millions of human lives througl
religious wars and persecutions
Here is a challenge to the non-believers of th<
Hindu theory of transmigration In Delhi reeentl
the little girl Santi Devi gave a vivid description o
her past life There was great sensation in Delhi an-
Muttra, nay, throughout the United Provinces Ther
was a great assembly of persons to hear her state
ments She recognised her husband and child of he